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Attention, Value, and Decision Making
During value-based decision making, we often evaluate the value of each option se-
quentially by shifting our attention, even when the options are presented simultane-
ously. Here I will talk about the current evidence in favor of a sequential deci-
sion-making process in the brain. In particular, I will discuss how attention may play 
an important role during sequential decision making. We will focus our discussion 
on the orbitofrontal cortex (OFC), which has been suggested to encode value 
during value-based decision making. The new experiments from our lab show that 
the OFC neurons encode the value only one stimulus at a time, and attention is the 
guiding signal that chooses the stimulus. Attention modulates OFC activity through 
a winner-take-all mechanism and can be explained by a normalization model. Our 
results provide important insights toward the neural mechanism of value-based de-
cision making.
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